CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF GARFIELD
PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION MEETING

Monday, June 6, 2022 at 6:00 pm
Garfield Township

3848 Veterans Drive

Traverse City, Ml 49684

Ph: (231) 941-1620

AGENDA
ORDER OF BUSINESS
Call Meeting to Order
Pledge of Allegiance
Roll Call of Board Members

1. Public Comment

Public Comment Guidelines:

Any person shall be permitted to address a meeting of The Parks and Recreation Commission,
which is required to be open to the public under the provision of the Michigan Open Meetings Act,
as amended. (MCLA 15.261, et.seq.) Public Comment shall be carried out in accordance with
the following Board Rules and Procedures: a.) any person wishing to address the Board is
requested to state his or her name and address. b.) No person shall be allowed to speak more
than once on the same matter, excluding time needed to answer Commissioner's questions.
Where constrained by available time the Chairperson may limit the amount of time each person
will be allowed to speak to (3) minutes. 1.) The Chairperson may at his or her own discretion,
extend the amount of time any person is allowed to speak. 2.) Whenever a Group wishes to
address a Committee, the Chairperson may require that the Group designate a spokesperson; the
Chairperson shall control the amount of time the spokesperson shall be allowed to speak when
constrained by available time.

2. Review and Approval of the Agenda — Conflicts of Interest

3. Review and Approval of Meeting Minutes — April 4, 2022

4. Correspondence
a. Grand Traverse Conservation District Report

5. Reports
a. Commissioner Reports

b. Staff Report / Updates
i. Parks Steward Report

6. Old Business
a. PD 2022-46 — Grand Traverse Commons Natural Area Design Plan — Review of First
Public Open House and Overview of Project Next Steps

7. New Business
a. Discussion — 2023 Priority Parks Projects

8. Public Comment




9. ltems for Next Agenda — August 1, 2022

10. Adjournment

Garfield Township will provide necessary reasonable auxiliary aids and services, such as signers for hearing impaired
and audio tapes of printed materials being considered at the meeting to individuals with disabilities upon the provision
of reasonable advance notice to Garfield Township. Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary aids or services
should contact Garfield Township by writing or calling Lanie McManus, Clerk, Ph: (231) 941-1620, or TDD #922-4412.



CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF GARFIELD
PARKS and RECREATION COMMISSION
MEETING MINUTES
April 4, 2022

Roll Call of Commission Members:

Present: Denise Schmuckal, Fern Spence, Lynne Fricke, Andy Hoort, Chris DeGood,
Chris Remy, and Art Bukowski

Staff Present: Park Stewards Sean Kehoe and Derek Morton, and Deputy Planning
Director Steve Hannon

Call to Order: Chair DeGood called the meeting to order at 6:01 pm.

Pledge of Allegiance: Recited by all in attendance.

1.

Public Comment (6:03)
None

Review and Approval of the Agenda — Conflicts of Interest (6:03)
Schmuckal moved and Fricke seconded to approve the agenda as presented.

Yeas: Schmuckal, Fricke, Spence, Remy, Bukowski, Hoort, DeGood
Nays: None

Review and Approval of Meeting Minutes — February 7, 2022 (6:03)
Fricke moved and Hoort seconded to approve the minutes of February 7, 2021.

Yeas: Fricke, Hoort, Remy, Spence, Bukowski, Schmuckal, DeGood
Nays: None

Correspondence (6:04)

a. Grand Traverse Conservation District Report
Steve Largent said he is looking forward to working on the parks alongside
Garfield Township. The Conservation District hosted a lantern hike at Kids
Creek Park which was well attended.

Reports (6:07)
a. Commissioner Reports
None

b. Staff Report/Updates
I Parks Steward Report (6:08)
Morton stated DTE has donated about 20 additional trees which will
be planted this fall in River East. A walk through of the Commons
Natural Area is scheduled for this week and security cameras have
been installed at River East. The Township continues to work with
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Garfield Township Parks and Recreation Commission Minutes February 7, 2022

10.

Goodwill Inn on the homeless encampments issue and volunteers
will continue to do clean up. Staff is preparing the pickleball courts
at Boardman Valley and a trail has been started at River East.

Ii. Michigan State University Urban Planning Practicum —
Presentation at Planning Commission Study Session — April
27,2022 at 5:30pm. (6:26)

Hannon stated that the MSU Urban Planning students have worked
hard on this project and will make their presentation at the Planning
Commission study session on April 27.

Old Business (6:40)

a. Grand Traverse Commons Natural Area Design Plan — Review of
Stakeholder Meetings and Details for First Public Open House
Hannon explained how stakeholders completed a brief survey regarding
the Commons Natural Area. They identified issues such as accessibility,
trailheads, maintenance, parking, funding opportunities, site amenities,
and wayfinding. A tentative date for the first public open house has been
set for May 11 to gather more information and feedback from the public.
Commissioners gave suggestions for the open house.

New Business

a. Updated Park Maps and Handouts (6:53)
Hannon presented new revised park maps and information that he has
been working on. He stated that a goal was to get all these maps in the
same format and said future updates should include newer pictures.

Public Comment (7:04)

Steve Largent commented on the proposed Miller Creek Nature Reserve map,
shared information about other plans, and said Munson should be included in
feedback for the Design Plan. He also discussed plans for a foot bridge at the
former Sabin Dam to be named the Ottaway Crossing, with blessing from the
Grand Traverse Band of Ottawa and Chippewa Indians.

Items for Next Agenda — June 6, 2022 (7:08)
Summary of input from the first public open house and discussion of next steps
for the Commons Natural Area Design Plan.

Adjournment
DeGood adjourned the meeting at 7:10 pm.

Chris Remy, Secretary

Garfield Township Parks & Recreation
Commission

3848 Veterans Drive

Traverse City, Ml 49684



Charter Township of Garfield
Parks Report

Silver Lake Recreation Area
New swing mats installed.

Mulch coming next week. Rugby Teams assisting with
installation.

Irrigation is on. Sean & | made some minor repairs. Contractor
too busy.

Experimenting with seeding the interior of large dog park to get
some turf back.

Fixed outdoor water fountain.
Men’s room countertop is next.
Installed Duck Houses in two spots.

Girl Scouts gave back to SLRA and planted seedlings near
natural area by Bill’s Pavilion.

Bill’s Pavilion Sign is up, along with the dedication plaque.

S5b.



Commons
Covering minor graffiti.

Open House went well. Had chance to meet and chat with
surrounding stakeholders and different user groups.

Took part with DNR presentation at Greenspire. Local arborist
provided insight to students and staff.

Another walk through scheduled for June 9% (ECT,
Stakeholders, Sub-Contractors)

River East
Mardex scheduled to add out sim card to security camera
system. Allows remote access.

Contractor for irrigation can fit us in this year.
Working on fencing companies for dog parks.

Goodwill Inn surveyed & posted their property (see attached
photo of sign). Progress.

Boardman Valley
Monitoring for encampments. Nothing to date found.
Nets and windscreens are up for pickleball.

Portable toilets dropped last week near vault toilet.



Denali Snow Removal did contact me & indicate they are
replacing the seven broken parking bumpers.

Duck boxes also installed.

Miller Creek

Few down trees removed a couple weeks in a row from heavy
winds.

Working on volunteer groups for trash clean-up behind big box
stores.

Kid’s Creek
Stocked 200 trout from new supplier. No bluegill available.
Clean debris from trails. Started pruning.

Scheduling Chara raking of pond in a couple weeks to cut back
on algae growth.

Additional Information
Took down winter information sheets in kiosks.

Working with Planning Department on new photos and
updated information/mapping for kiosks.

Submitted May 31, 2022 Derek Morton & Sean Kehoe



c

NOTICE

Camping, fires, and alcohol are prohibited on Goodwill Inn Property due fo
a Special Land Use Permit issued by Garfield Township.

NO CAMPING

Please do nit set up tents or shelters on Goodwill inn property. If you need
hielp finding a safe place fo stay, please call the Central Hotfine at
1-B44-900-0500 or call Outreach at 231-895-7721,

NO FIRES

Campfiwes, grills, propane heaters, and open fames are pronibited
6n Goodwl Inn property.

NO ALCOHOL

Alcohol and drugs are profibited on Goodwill Inn property.




Grand Traverse Commons Natural Area Update Parks and Recreation Commission — June 6, 2022

B Charter Township of Garfield
Planning Department Report No. 2022-46

Prepared: May 31, 2022 Pages: 2

Meeting: June 6, 2022 — Parks and Rec Commission Attachments:  [X

Subject: Grand Traverse Commons Natural Area Update — June 2022
BACKGROUND AND UPDATE:

This report provides an update on the planning process for the Grand Traverse Commons Natural Area.

First Public Engagement Event — Open House at Cathedral Barn

On Wednesday May 11, the Township and Environmental Consulting & Technology, Inc. (ECT) hosted an
open house at the Cathedral Barn seeking public feedback on the future design for the Commons Natural
Area. There were around 75 people from the community in attendance throughout the 3-hour open house.
Attendees use the Commons Natural Area for a variety of activities and there was a mix of people who use
the park primarily for cycling, hiking, or other activities. Materials displayed at the open house included
an overview of existing conditions and two conceptual designs: one showing primarily separated trails and
another showing mainly shared-use trails. People were encouraged to leave comments on these conceptual
designs; some of the common themes expressed are listed on the following page:

Open House at Cathedral Barn

Page 1 of 2
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http://www.garfield-twp.com/default.aspx

Grand Traverse Commons Natural Area Update Parks and Recreation Commission — June 6, 2022

e Regarding the concept designs presented, most people wanted to see trails separated by use type,
primarily to keep bikes away from other users

Highlight some of the natural features such as natural springs with design and interpretive signage
Highlight historical elements of the site with design and interpretive signage

Incorporate areas for outdoor education

Incorporate wellness walk

Move the North Long Lake Road trailhead (unsafe)

Improve wayfinding

Add areas to enjoy the view

Survey

An online survey was also made available, which allowed participation especially for those unable to attend
the open house. About 79 people took the online survey; full responses are attached to this report. Much
of the input mirrored that provided at the open house, with some common themes including the following:

Include water fill stations

Include restrooms

Incorporate comfortable, accessible benches
Increase bird habitat

Include a natural playground for children
Highlight the history

Dogs off-leash need to be addressed
Address the spread of graffiti

Improve wayfinding

Improve boardwalks

Stakeholder Interviews

Staff and ECT have interviewed several different stakeholders and group representatives to gain a sense of
how different organizations view the Commons Natural Area and any input they have on this process. The
stakeholder groups have included Grand Traverse Conservation District, Joint Recreation Authority, Grand
Traverse Regional Land Conservancy, the Minervini Group, Grand Traverse Audubon Club, Cherry Capital
Cycling Club, TART, Northern Strategies 360, the Botanic Gardens, Norte, and Copper Ridge. Engaging
stakeholders has brought to light several different perspectives and potential issues. It is important to keep
stakeholders engaged in the process to ensure that any issues requiring collaboration have mutual support,
such as trailheads located on neighboring properties including Copper Ridge, Historic Barns Park, and
Minervini Group property.

NEXT STEPS:

The next step in this process is to create different design scenarios. These will be in greater detail than the
concepts from the first open house and include design options for specific site elements. Staff anticipates
conducting a second public engagement event in mid-to-late July, where the public can provide feedback
on specific design scenarios.

ACTION REQUESTED:
This report is for information and discussion only. No action is requested at this time.

Attachments:
1. Commons Natural Area Questionnaire — Survey Results
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The Commons Natural Area Questionnaire

Answered: 78  Skipped: 1

RESPONSES
Walking
MTB

| am eighty-five and have walked the Natural Area for the past 29 years, seldom missing more
than ten days in any given year. Days missed were usually the result of iliness or extremely

poor weather conditions.
Hiking with my dog and mountain biking

Mountain biking

| use the commons most often for day hikes. | am a big fan of the "urban forest" idea being

adopted into the country

Walking

Biking

Cycling; snowshoeing, XC skiing

Mountain biking and Bach County Skiing Mountain biking the commons for 40+ years
Mountain biking, ally spot in northern Michigan with riding like this it's special

bike and hike

bike trails, trail running and hiking

biking with my children and friends

Natural Education Botanizing Leisure Hiking

Hiking, running, biking during all seasons. Often bring the dogs along to give them some
excercise.

Hiking and Biking

Garfield twp area on map hiking, snow shoe, dog walking, mnt biking. Minervini area,
entertainment, dining.

Hiking, dog walking

Hiking

Mountain biking

Mountain biking and hiking

Hiking, walking, running, and reflecting on nature.
Hiking

hiking with family, walking with friends

Hiking

Hiking, walking, biking some, occasionally skiing or snowshoeing
Mountain Biking and Hiking

MTB biking

Backcountry skiing/snowboarding and mountain biking

1/25

Q1 What do you most commonly use the Commons Natural Area for?

DATE

5/27/2022 7:52 AM
5/27/2022 6:05 AM
5/26/2022 11:13 AM

5/19/2022 4:19 PM
5/18/2022 10:02 AM
5/18/2022 10:00 AM

5/18/2022 9:56 AM
5/18/2022 9:55 AM
5/18/2022 9:53 AM
5/18/2022 9:52 AM
5/18/2022 9:49 AM
5/18/2022 9:46 AM
5/18/2022 9:45 AM
5/18/2022 9:42 AM
5/18/2022 9:11 AM
5/16/2022 9:45 PM

5/16/2022 9:47 AM
5/13/2022 1:22 PM

5/12/2022 8:37 AM
5/11/2022 9:53 PM
5/11/2022 8:43 PM
5/11/2022 6:26 PM
5/11/2022 3:38 PM
5/11/2022 12:39 PM
5/11/2022 11:54 AM
5/11/2022 10:36 AM
5/11/2022 9:02 AM
5/10/2022 10:51 PM
5/10/2022 10:42 PM
5/10/2022 9:38 PM
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The Commons Natural Area Questionnaire

Mountain biking
Exercise, forest bathing
Walking the dogs.
Cycling

Hiking and Mt biking

I use the trails for hiking and running, would walk my dog if leash rules were enforced
Hiking / Dog Walking
Walking

Hiking

Mountain biking

Biking and hiking

hiking and botanic garden
Hiking

Bicycling. Sometimes on a mountain bike, sometimes on a gravel bike. Sometimes | ride
through on the way to work for a nature diversion, sometimes | ride there for fitness or thrill.

All trails; labyrinth; stable garden

Hiking, walking, meditation with the trees!

Hiking and snowshoeing in the winter. Quiet walks in nature that | don't have to drive to get to.
walking, biking

I walk and think there often. Sometimes alone, sometimes with our kids.

Mountain biking, hiking.

Hiking biking

Biking and hiking

Walking

Hiking/running

Walking/hiking with my dog. Walking/hiking to get to the Village to Grand Traverse Commons.
Walking the bike trail down to the BATA between the Historic Barns and Greenspire to ride into
Traverse City.

Hiking, walking, nature watching
Hike

hiking

Hiking

Hiking and dog walks

Dog walking

Work and also play. Exercise and forest bathing
Hiking, being and sitting in nature
Fairy house walk, labrynth

Hiking and biking

Walking

2/25

5/10/2022 5:22 PM
5/10/2022 2:58 PM
5/10/2022 2:43 PM
5/10/2022 1:10 PM
5/10/2022 9:39 AM
5/10/2022 9:20 AM
5/10/2022 9:17 AM
5/10/2022 9:13 AM
5/10/2022 8:07 AM
5/10/2022 7:25 AM
5/10/2022 6:20 AM
5/9/2022 11:04 PM
5/9/2022 10:06 PM
5/9/2022 9:35 PM

5/9/2022 5:05 PM

5/9/2022 4:01 PM

5/9/2022 1:53 PM

5/9/2022 12:35 PM
5/9/2022 12:22 PM
5/9/2022 12:05 PM
5/9/2022 11:44 AM
5/9/2022 11:39 AM
5/9/2022 11:21 AM
5/9/2022 10:46 AM
5/9/2022 10:01 AM

5/9/2022 9:34 AM
5/8/2022 9:20 AM
5/7/2022 10:31 PM
5/7/2022 5:42 PM
5/7/2022 5:38 PM
5/7/2022 4:35 PM
5/7/2022 11:33 AM
5/7/2022 10:19 AM
5/7/2022 9:35 AM
5/7/2022 9:18 AM
5/7/2022 9:08 AM
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The Commons Natural Area Questionnaire

Hiking

Walking/hiking

Walking

Mountain biking Walking our dog
The bike trails

Mountain Biking, Trail Running, and Hiking
Mountain Biking

Mountain Biking

Biking!

hiking

Hiking, mountain biking, trail running

Hiking

3/25

5/7/2022 9:06 AM
5/7/12022 8:24 AM
5/6/2022 7:56 PM
5/5/2022 10:38 PM
5/5/2022 4:35 PM
5/5/2022 3:24 PM
5/5/2022 3:19 PM
5/5/2022 3:04 PM
5/5/2022 3:01 PM
5/5/2022 2:28 PM
5/4/2022 2:16 PM
4/28/2022 7:59 PM
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The Commons Natural Area Questionnaire

Commons Natural Area? (up to 2)

Answered: 75  Skipped: 4

RESPONSES
Native vegetation resistant to climate change Bikes separated from walking trails
Improved MTB trails separate and shared trail Faciliites for walkers and bikers

The only change | would consider would be the removal of some of the large, fallen trunks of
trees immediately adjacent to the main trails. Leave any leaf cover on the trails alone. Do not
remove it for any biking events. The leaf cover limits erosion.

Additional mountain bike trails

Foot and mountain trails with feature focus (ie creek, lookouts of lake, water tower)
Better access If anything, corrections to Hickory Meadows and older trail systems
I would like to see berms and progressive jumps incorporated into trails

It would be great to have a tall observation deck that would allow people to get above the trees
to see the bay

Bihet Shi Pavilion; water fountain; bike repair stand

Bigger jumps, fun features

Dedicated biking and hiking trails

more save and fun jumps technical riding (rocks, logs, etc.)
flow trail and a down hill black diamond trail

Interpretive signs

Multiple trails that take into consideration the natural topography and scenery. | personally
enjoy the unmarked single track trails as they are more natural and tend to have less traffic.
The addition of toilets would be really beneficial especially if you have young children or have
an emergency.

A pump track or bike skills area would be awesome.

As a life long resident of Northern MI and Owner of multiple properties in Garfield twp and
Traverse City, paying over $80K in property taxes annually, | am concerned about maintaining
what improvements have already been established in the commons most of which | am in
agreement with. It's not how much the improvements cost initially, but what the legacy costs
are that becomes problematic. Thus those legacy and maintenance cost need to be truly
considered in the design and implementation of any "cityfication" of any existing natural and
low maintenance areas and projected costs to do so presented to the township board and
public. Also, what do the tax paying locals use the Commons for VS tourists, visitors and
others trying to monetize the commons for their benefit. | believe the real "jewel" of the
Commons for local tax paying residents is the un-developed, natural area with natural trails
within the CITY, not another cookie cutter developed park.

erosion controls designated bike path to avoid dangerous bike vs walker collisions
Better quality on trails...too much erosion. Remove invasives.

Utilize the topography because that is a unique feature of this landscape, the ravines, views,
natural water all make this place special.

Improve mountain bike trails better signage

4/25

Q2 Are there any features you are hopeful to incorporate into the

DATE
5/27/2022 7:52 AM

5/27/2022 6:05 AM
5/26/2022 11:13 AM

5/19/2022 4:19 PM
5/18/2022 10:02 AM
5/18/2022 10:00 AM
5/18/2022 9:55 AM
5/18/2022 9:53 AM

5/18/2022 9:52 AM
5/18/2022 9:49 AM
5/18/2022 9:46 AM
5/18/2022 9:45 AM
5/18/2022 9:42 AM
5/18/2022 9:11 AM
5/16/2022 9:45 PM

5/16/2022 9:47 AM
5/13/2022 1:22 PM

5/12/2022 8:37 AM
5/11/2022 9:53 PM
5/11/2022 8:43 PM

5/11/2022 6:26 PM
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The Commons Natural Area Questionnaire

Sustainable trails best in class w information pointing out these features

| would hope that it would stay the same as there are few places left in this area where you
can see the ecosystem intact and actually feel like you're part of it.

1 - increased signage - better wayfaring signs (esp on bike trails) and educational/informational
signs on walking trails (highlighting/identifying natural features (plants & animals; geological
formations, etc), and any historically important sites/information) 2 - making some of the trails
more physically accessible for those who use mobility aids

I'd love to see a connection between the Fox Craft Estates subdivision and the commons
trails! | could then walk between home and work and access the trails by bike or with a stroller!

A public restroom would be great.
Sustainable mountain biking trails
More cycling trails

Multiple professional designed and built mtnbike flow trails , intermediate difficulty but can be
ridden by all with a mellow winding climbing trail. Asthetically pleasing design. Also a few
hidden multiuse hiking trails that incorporate the rolls and contours and wetlands of the
northwest part of the park

dedicated mountain bike trails, trail connections to Hickory Hills to the north and the Buffalo
Ridge Trail to the south, thinned underbrush to allow for better skiing/snowboarding in specific
zones.

bike trails, walking trails

(Don't understand what are "features"? natural features, new bridges? zip-lines? ) Areas of foot
traffic only recommended Foot path/boardwalk in the NW through the bushes and around to the
Munson snow-dump; this could discourage encampments

Better separation of walkers and mountain bikers.
Trails for bike riders

User specific trails Mapping and directional signage
Better trails, more sustainable trails, better signs
Better parkin

Existing plan looks good.

Well marked trails for both mountain biking and hiking

Downhill and cross country flow trails with a gradual climb to the top. Top having a "meeting"
hub. See Bentonville AK trail designs that incorporate positive multi use experiences.

more wintertime enhancements, like public art that can be enjoyed all year round or something
in the garden space that is exciting or unique for our colder months to continue to draw people
there year round

Areas of respite for reading and picnics Separation of hiking and biking.

While | would love to have an area pump track, | don't think this is the place for it. | would like
to see the very rewarding downhill trails posted one way for safety and graded to improve
drainage. | would like to see some of the degraded trails, like Old Orchard, gated with tall posts
to restrict biking.

More gardens; picnic area
good maps

Planting more native trees.
increased signage

Native plantings that are appropriate for birds. A way for people with disabilities to enjoy it the
same way as people without disabilities.

5/25

5/11/2022 3:49 PM
5/11/2022 3:38 PM

5/11/2022 12:39 PM

5/11/2022 11:54 AM

5/11/2022 10:36 AM
5/11/2022 9:02 AM

5/10/2022 10:51 PM
5/10/2022 10:42 PM

5/10/2022 9:38 PM

5/10/2022 5:22 PM
5/10/2022 2:58 PM

5/10/2022 2:43 PM
5/10/2022 1:10 PM
5/10/2022 9:39 AM
5/10/2022 9:20 AM
5/10/2022 9:17 AM
5/10/2022 8:07 AM
5/10/2022 7:25 AM
5/10/2022 6:20 AM

5/9/2022 11:04 PM

5/9/2022 10:06 PM
5/9/2022 9:35 PM

5/9/2022 5:05 PM
5/9/2022 4:01 PM
5/9/2022 1:53 PM
5/9/2022 12:35 PM
5/9/2022 12:22 PM
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The Commons Natural Area Questionnaire

A well designed and maintained mountain bike trail.
Snowshoeing and skiing

Improved map signage

Better signage, fewer bikers

native landscapes, food forest

1) A better way to access the Trail Head from the Historic Barns. There is no connector
path/trail from the parking lot since redesign and no well marked connected from the
sidewalk/bike path. To reach the trailhead, you now have to walk across the grass. 2) Better
ways to walk through Copper Ridge to access the Natural Area. Currently, the only crossing at
Barnes Road is at the corner of Silver Lake. That means you have to either access the Natural
Area from way down the sidewalk/bike trail at the Historic Barns (which as noted above is not
particularly easy or well marked) or you have to walk through Copper Ridge where the
sidewalks go nowhere and don't connect to reach the trailhead. (And there is NO sidewalk
going up to Copper Ridge from the crosswalk -- you have to walk through drainage ditches and
landscaping!) None of this is safe or inviting for those who live in the subdivisions across
Barnes Road (which stretch from the corner of Silver Lake and Barnes all the way up the hill
and down past the YMCA). It also limits access for student groups from West Middle School
and will limit access for students from the Montessori school.

better designed/sustainable trail system with fewer "rogue” trails that damage the understory
and separate uses (especially pedestrians from biking)

Maintain nature
bike trails

Cuttings should be taken from the state champion black willow and replanted at the same spot
iffwhen the original tree is removed. Hippy tree area should be controlled but preserved (a lot of
people come to see it)

More mountain bike trails

More shade; diversified and strengthened habitats and systems. High quality User Experience
for low impact uses

| would love to have more benches/ places to sit, and a botanical garden area
A natural area playground for kids

A designated off leash area for dogs

Better signage

No

Environment preserved for birds. Historic barns area removed thickets which was a major
hangout for warblers. Species and individual numbers decreasing since all the activity. More
seating which is comfortable.

Sustainable trails. Beginner to Advanced features. Burms, jumps.

Mountain bike only trail system

Moutain Bike Trails

1) Purpose built, advanced mountain biking trials 2) Pump Track

One way single track trails for walking and mountain biking

Mt. Bike trails, hiking trails.

water tasteful signage identify trees and plants wayfinding

Water fountain or bottle fill station, bike fixing/tune up station, benches along the trails

Safe hiking trails for families

6/25

5/9/2022 12:05 PM
5/9/2022 11:44 AM
5/9/2022 11:39 AM
5/9/2022 11:21 AM
5/9/2022 10:46 AM
5/9/2022 10:01 AM

5/9/2022 9:34 AM

5/8/2022 9:20 AM
5/7/2022 10:31 PM
5/7/2022 5:42 PM

5/7/12022 4:35 PM
5/7/2022 11:33 AM

5/7/2022 10:19 AM
5/7/2022 9:35 AM
5/7/2022 9:18 AM
5/7/2022 9:08 AM
5/7/2022 8:24 AM
5/6/2022 7:56 PM

5/5/2022 10:38 PM
5/5/2022 4:35 PM
5/5/2022 3:24 PM
5/5/2022 3:19 PM
5/5/2022 3:04 PM
5/5/2022 3:01 PM
5/5/2022 2:28 PM
5/4/2022 2:16 PM
4/28/2022 7:59 PM
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The Commons Natural Area Questionnaire

highlighted or restored as part of the project?

Answered: 74  Skipped: 5

RESPONSES

More benches would be welcome.

Aside from my last statements | am against any additional development. It is a Natural area.
N/A

All

This isn't a priority of mine, but | feel as though protection of the hippy tree is going to be
important in the coming months

Stop the painting on trees

The old state 40 area needs some love but is packed with potential and great vertical
topography

The old ball field as a lifelong resident; | played on that field often

maintain mountain bike flow and trails cross country skiing and sledding hill
It would be great to see the front side feature more flow and jumps

The views from the peak, the spring under the tree up from the bridge

the riding zone near copper ridge; all trails on that upper ridge

love the whole entire property and wish only the best for that

Cedar Cathedrill

Maintain the unmarked trails and add to the system. The large marked trails are also good for
general hiking, but are prone to erosion since they are often in valleys. Additional smaller trails
would allow for more options, which should help to eliminate conflicts with bikers, hikers, dog
walkers, etc.

Find a way to phase in proper trail building and a way to stop or minimize bandit trails or social
trails. Due to the prevalance of bikes, | think you have to make the trails dual-use, unless you
can mark hiking trails as a separate use.

Garfield Twp part. To keep existing "natural” trails open 2ndary to the carnage from the Ash
blight, control erosion, and close some of the DOWNHILLER bike trails, not the regular bike
and hike trails.

I like the park pretty much the way it is. | hope it won't be paved or made too perfect. Some of
the rogue bike trails should be restored.

Remove graffiti on living trees or replant some new shrubs or trees...

You can create some killer flow trails throughout the area, again, based on the unique
topography. Seeing the flowing water gives this an “oasis” -type quality. And the views should
also be highlighted.

Old Orchard Trail is a favorite spot Cedar cathedral bridge widened, Improvement of the rope
swing area. Environmentally Sustainable mountain bike trail design

Old growth forests

| did like the addition of the non-invasive boardwalks over the areas that are inclined to get
muddy with the seasons, but overall like the open-earth, rugged trails.

7125

Q3 What is a favorite spot (or spots) you would like to see developed,

DATE
5/27/2022 7:52 AM

5/26/2022 11:13 AM
5/19/2022 4:19 PM

5/18/2022 10:02 AM
5/18/2022 10:00 AM

5/18/2022 9:56 AM
5/18/2022 9:55 AM

5/18/2022 9:53 AM
5/18/2022 9:52 AM
5/18/2022 9:49 AM
5/18/2022 9:46 AM
5/18/2022 9:45 AM
5/18/2022 9:42 AM
5/18/2022 9:11 AM
5/16/2022 9:45 PM

5/16/2022 9:47 AM

5/13/2022 1:22 PM

5/12/2022 8:37 AM

5/11/2022 9:53 PM

5/11/2022 8:43 PM

5/11/2022 6:26 PM

5/11/2022 3:49 PM
5/11/2022 3:38 PM
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The Commons Natural Area Questionnaire
the rope swing by the river. it seems more of a crowd-sourced/non-official resource, but it
would be fun to have something that was official (and maintained)

We love what my son calls the "hippie tree" (spray painted trees) and the dark woods with with
bridges and the trees with exposed roots...

More wetland areas encouraged

There were many rogue trails and old trails built and I'd like to see that area restored and new,
sustainable trails built.

The bench area overlooking the city
Restore access and parking at the barns

The hills themselves should be better developed or enhanced for backcountry
skiing/snowboarding and the trails should be enhanced to created dedicated mountain bike
trails.

The copper ridge trail is my favorite area. | would like to see the trail improved (reduce sandy
wash out).

Cedar Cathedral - protect off-trail areas, maybe with more junk removal The meadow in the NW
corner, or the old reservoir on the N side of the road

Access from the botanic garden parking to the trails at the commons.
all of it is beautiful

All

Love the cedar swamp areas - boardwalk needs some love!

I'm mostly there for the nature, so decreasing spray-paint spilling over from the hippy tree area
would be nice.

The whole area is my favorite!
Mountain biking
The wooded elevated areas the commons grounds.

it still looks like an empty/ fallow field in some spots. while that may be incorporating natural
plantings, the overall viewshed in the unwooded portion of the park could be improved upon to
add further appeal, some additional interest and exploration, and different emotional
experiences for park visitors. Make it feel less like a working farm and more like a thoughtfully
designed destination

The trails in the southwest area need significant work to withstand the rains we have had
recently, and will have more of in the future.

There are currently rich options to reach the top of the ridge from Garfield trail. Most could use
minor rerouting to reduce the grade slightly and increase the mileage. The valley just north of
Copper Ridge is an amazing resource that could use to have gaps made safer, introduce more
tabletops, and reduce the criss-crossing of trails to create multiple downhill options and a
single climbing option.

Increased development of existing gardens
none

The boardwalk is fantastic. I'm not sure it needs to be added to in anyway. It would be great to
see more trees planted where they can be along the boardwalk to create some shade. | really
enjoy the trails and would like to see them maintained. The old baseball diamond is something
of a secret spot of mine to enjoy some peace and quiet. It would be nice to see this enhanced
in some way. The restoration of Kids Creek has been fantastic! It would be amazing to see
more of this sort of work happening.

overlook areas

It can be unclear where trails begin and end and a really good map online could solve this or
the occasional small sign. Although smaller, Whaleback trail in Leland does this well.
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5/11/2022 12:39 PM

5/11/2022 11:54 AM

5/11/2022 10:36 AM
5/11/2022 9:02 AM

5/10/2022 10:51 PM
5/10/2022 10:42 PM
5/10/2022 9:38 PM

5/10/2022 5:22 PM

5/10/2022 2:58 PM

5/10/2022 2:43 PM
5/10/2022 1:10 PM
5/10/2022 9:39 AM
5/10/2022 9:20 AM
5/10/2022 9:17 AM

5/10/2022 8:07 AM
5/10/2022 7:25 AM
5/10/2022 6:20 AM
5/9/2022 11:04 PM

5/9/2022 10:06 PM

5/9/2022 9:35 PM

5/9/2022 5:05 PM
5/9/2022 4:01 PM
5/9/2022 1:53 PM

5/9/2022 12:35 PM
5/9/2022 12:22 PM
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The Commons Natural Area Questionnaire

The western side seems to have a lot of potential for fun and safe mountain biking for various
skill levels. Would love to see something like Palmer woods or glacial hills.

No preference
Rope swing and hippie tree are favorites for our kids
hiking trails

| don't know if this is actually an issue, but the stream at the trailhead behind the ISD looks
polluted? There is a concrete structure that frequently leaks bright orange water. Again I'm not
sure this is actually a problem, but to the untrained eye it seems out of place.

One of my pet peeves is the way the mountain bikers have created new "trails" that are
causing massive erosion, especially on the back half of the property with the highest hills.
Limited that erosion should be priority #1.

Restore some of the open fields with native plants, restore the creek banks and overall riparian
corridors, repair/rebuild eroded trails, reduce overall amount of trails for better habitat
(especially the innumerable rogue trails in forest understory)

Where lookout bench is.. Leave it simple, restore with indigenous plants
Champion black willow, hippy tree, water tower should get a mural painted,
The graffiti on the water tower/ old cistern. Don't get rid of it!

The cistern

Existing impervious areas. Trail systems

Many areas have been vandalized, especially trees. I'd like to see these restored and have
signs posted for fines for vandalism.

Better maps and signage for trails

N/A

None

Trees planted near wetlands to replace the diseased trees
All of it

Northeast and South of North Long Lake trailhead would be great bike trails and a place for a
larger parking lot to accommodate biking.

develop/restore the existing mountain bike trails to be professionally built and sustainably
designed.

Copper Ridge area has extensive washout/erosion and needs to be addressed.
State police “shooting range”. Offers spectacular views.

The sections with elevation changes in the woods.

protect the fields protect the water features maintain the diversity of place
There's a natural spring in one location, anywhere with creeks or vistas

The bridges and areas by the water.
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5/9/2022 12:05 PM

5/9/2022 11:44 AM
5/9/2022 11:39 AM
5/9/2022 11:21 AM
5/9/2022 10:46 AM

5/9/2022 10:01 AM

5/9/2022 9:34 AM

5/8/2022 9:20 AM
5/7/2022 5:42 PM
5/7/2022 5:38 PM
5/7/2022 4:35 PM
5/7/2022 11:33 AM
5/7/2022 10:19 AM

5/7/2022 9:35 AM
5/7/2022 9:08 AM
5/7/2022 8:24 AM
5/6/2022 7:56 PM
5/5/2022 10:38 PM
5/5/2022 4:35 PM

5/5/2022 3:24 PM

5/5/2022 3:19 PM
5/5/2022 3:04 PM
5/5/2022 3:01 PM
5/5/2022 2:28 PM
5/4/2022 2:16 PM
4/28/2022 7:59 PM
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Q4 Are there any development options/ideas you feel would harm the
integrity of the property more than enhance it?
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Answered: 70  Skipped: 9

RESPONSES

Please limit mountain bike overuse

Expanded development of Copper ridge (the development has already lowered the overall
quality and user experience)

Any changes other than the removal of some of the fallen/cut timber will compromise the
integrity of the property.

No
Good signage with trail etiquette notes

Overdevelopment as a whole would likely harm the system as a whole. To a certain extent the
trail should remain as rustic as possible.

Painting on trees; let them pain on buildings; biking
paved path; crushed gravel path
Better trail signage; ability code trail signs

| don't want to see it developed were moving out of food space to ride, tired of buildings and
housing

pavement

taking away single track biking. So many respectful users (norte kids, beginner and advanced
riders can all enjoy)

honestly anything other than a parking lot or pump track - please no pavement
Do not limit Greenspire access please

I would like to see the area remain as natural as possible, but also include enough trails to
showcase the beauty of the area.

Keep everything natural surface and focused on hiking and biking.

The "cityfication" of any existing natural and low maintenance areas in the garfield twp section.
What | see local tax payers using the Commons for VS tourists, visitors and others trying to
monetize the commons for their benefit. | believe the real "jewel" of the Commons for local tax
paying residents is the un-developed, natural area with natural trails within the CITY, not
another cookie cutter developed park like any city can have. The rest of the way the commons
has been "developed " services the other needs already.

Don't add crazy stuff like a skateboard park. This should stay as natural as possible. That's
why it's so appealing, a natural, undeveloped piece of parkland right in town. Whenever parks
are "improved" with paved trails etc. they become overused and too crowded and don't feel
natural anymore.

Too much mountain biking causes severe erosion on steep terrain...limit access

Just don’t dumb the trails down to the point of being like any other place. Accentuate what
makes this area special. I'd rather not see developments that obliterate the foundation that
we've been given. This should be a celebration of the outdoors, health and wellness, the
community and the environment.

Don't spend too much money making a fancy trail head or large parking lot on a part of the
property that’s currently wooded.

10/ 25

DATE
5/27/2022 7:52 AM

5/27/2022 6:05 AM

5/26/2022 11:13 AM

5/19/2022 4:19 PM
5/18/2022 10:02 AM
5/18/2022 10:00 AM

5/18/2022 9:56 AM
5/18/2022 9:55 AM
5/18/2022 9:52 AM
5/18/2022 9:49 AM

5/18/2022 9:46 AM
5/18/2022 9:45 AM

5/18/2022 9:42 AM
5/18/2022 9:11 AM
5/16/2022 9:45 PM

5/16/2022 9:47 AM
5/13/2022 1:22 PM

5/12/2022 8:37 AM

5/11/2022 9:53 PM
5/11/2022 8:43 PM

5/11/2022 6:26 PM
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The Commons Natural Area Questionnaire

Too much sun. Too much impervious surface

| don't know what all of the options are that are being proposed, but | would think storm-water
repositioning would be bad for the wetland areas.

While paving some paths would be great for increasing accessibility, there are certainly some
ways that would help keep the integrity of the trails better than others.

Do not remove any trees unless in danger of falling on trails.
Prefer narrower trails, many seem quite wide to me

No

No horses please and leave the trees

Additional paved pathways would harm the integrity of the property.
unsure

Aggressive cycling on the hillsides - "Shredding the Trails"
Keep it dark sky.

not sure

Not that | can think of!

Sustainable trails are needed - stop the social trails!

I'd like trails to remain natural. I'm all for packed, crushed-gravel ADA trail (the commons
should have more ADA opportunities), but I'd prefer to avoid concrete.

More bike trails even if approved will continue to erode the hills and make it more dangerous
for walkers.

No
Motorized vehicle trails

Many of the current trails are not sustainable with erosion issues. Better planned trails would
be great!!

adding buildings that are out of the current set could be jarring, and too much paving seems
out of scope as well. seems like maintaining permeable paths and roadways, and natural
feeling art that fits the gardens, the barns, etc would be best. that said, some more modern
offerings could be incorporated into the space, with more spots to invite picnicking,
contemplating, and general hanging out. More like an arboretum or public park...

Biking needs to be managed to keep the landscape as natural as possible.

| don't think any riding trail is needed in areas not already strewn with trails. The area needs
organization. Furthermore, proposals need to be put forth that offer different mixes of change
for planning sessions with the public.

Would not want to see new structures unless they blend in well with existing structures. Would
want to keep a peaceful/zen feeling

Picnic areas bring tourists and trash

More impermeable parking surface areas. | would hate to see more flooding it already does
because of the addition of impermeable spaces. If more parking needs to be added in some
way the use of permeable surfaces should be explored.

| realize things may need to happen, | urge you to consider a small footprint or use high quality
(not vinyl) materials and hire a professional that has experience in trails.

No
No

| don't think we need bikers on these trails.
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5/11/2022 3:49 PM
5/11/2022 3:38 PM

5/11/2022 12:39 PM

5/11/2022 10:36 AM
5/11/2022 9:02 AM
5/10/2022 10:51 PM
5/10/2022 10:42 PM
5/10/2022 9:38 PM
5/10/2022 5:22 PM
5/10/2022 2:58 PM
5/10/2022 2:43 PM
5/10/2022 1:10 PM
5/10/2022 9:39 AM
5/10/2022 9:20 AM
5/10/2022 9:17 AM

5/10/2022 9:13 AM

5/10/2022 8:07 AM
5/10/2022 7:25 AM
5/10/2022 6:20 AM

5/9/2022 11:04 PM

5/9/2022 10:06 PM

5/9/2022 9:35 PM

5/9/2022 5:05 PM

5/9/2022 4:01 PM

5/9/2022 1:53 PM

5/9/2022 12:22 PM

5/9/2022 12:05 PM
5/9/2022 11:44 AM
5/9/2022 11:21 AM
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More buildings/structures than already exist

Any more mountain bike trails will cause more erosion and make the area less safe for
walkers. | already encounter way too many bikers going way to fast on the trails and not
watching where they are going. The responsibility for safety seems to fall completely on the
walkers. The unsanctioned mountain bike race that was there in the early spring was a
DISASTER for other user. There was little signage, the bikers were reckless, trails were
unavailable, they created jumps which they never moved back off the trails, and they left trash
everywhere.

if the overall desire is for this place to have better habitat either don't allow or tightly restrict
activities like disc gold to limited areas. If mountain biking is determined to be a wanted use
make sure the trails are built sustainably and restricted to designated trails

Adding too many man made structures

No unnatural hardscapes (like playgrounds) should be added. Maybe build an outdoor
classroom from natural features

The trails should stay natural and unpaved/undeveloped as much as possible.

Things and water moving fast overland. Loud motors and things that burn or stink. All forms of
toxins.

Not sure
No
Allowing motorized means of transportation speeds more than 10mph

| already feel it has become commercialized for weddings. The parking lots in front of the
Allee, which eliminated the expansive lawn, were a detriment to the Botanic Gardens. The
inclusion of port-o-potties have also become an eyesore. Difficult to take photos of the area
without a car or a port-o-potty in the shot.

Pavement

| think eliminating mountain bike trails would be a BAD idea and greatly reduce the appeal of
the property

Try to keep it as natural as possible with minimal or no tree clearing
| don't think we need another disc golf course here.

Running into dogs off leash.

No

be careful with mountain biking. that concerns me.

Improperly designed trails that contribute to erosion

Careful with mountain biking around the hiking trails.

12 /25

5/9/2022 10:46 AM
5/9/2022 10:01 AM

5/9/2022 9:34 AM

5/8/2022 9:20 AM
5/7/2022 5:42 PM

5/7/2022 4:35 PM
5/7/2022 11:33 AM

5/7/2022 10:19 AM
5/7/2022 9:35 AM
5/7/2022 9:08 AM
5/7/2022 8:24 AM

5/5/2022 10:38 PM
5/5/2022 4:35 PM

5/5/2022 3:24 PM
5/5/2022 3:19 PM
5/5/2022 3:04 PM
5/5/2022 3:01 PM
5/5/2022 2:28 PM
5/4/2022 2:16 PM
4/28/2022 7:59 PM
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Q5 Have you experienced challenges with other users/access? Do you
have any ideas/proposed solutions to address these challenges?
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Answered: 71  Skipped: 8

RESPONSES

Yes. Bikes come flying at you when you can’t see them coming. The two need to be
separated.

Shared and separated trail Facilites along with improved signage and trail maintenance

The natural area has been a blessing and | attribute my longevity to my daily walks there. |
have never had a problem with others using the area and have made many friends as a result
of my walks.

No

Not really, area as is is water/mountain interactions have been positive

Better access, I'd say. Access is tough, so I'd say either not to see how the next "park" works.

For access or rejuvenate the Cooper Ridge area.

No user/access challenges. The trails | ride typically don't have hikes

Just too many criss crossing trails and not enough signage

For the most part all users are friendly, loose dogs are occasionally a hazard

Run ins with walkers when | am biking, there are no signs or regulations. Designated trails are
a must to eliminate confusion and increase safety.

usually not most people use
hippie tree is bad for ecosystem-spreading

It would be great to have a place for dogs to be off leash, even if it was an open field.
Unfortunately there are a number of dead trees on the property that are very hazardous
especially during high winds. Is there an opportunity for the public to volunteer to help with trail
building and maintenance?

| think people are generally pretty decent. Good luck! This could be Garfield Twp's crowning
achievement but it will take a good plan, money to develop it, time and patience.

| distinction between mountain bikers riding the trails and DOWNHILL BIKERS who constantly
create & abandon trails with jumps and obstacles and blow leaf covering off trails that create
erosion. Let them establish one or two trails and maintain them with erosion control and not
just create than abandon.

Mountain bikers going fast always scare me. When they yell "On your left!" that always
startles the bejesus out of me. | have never collided with one but it always feels like this is an
accident waiting to happen. | don't know how to solve this problem. I'm not fond the Norte
group outings there either. Bikes are so hard on the trails. Pedestrians always have to move
out of the way to let bikers pass. The only thing | can think of is to designate a trail for bikes
and don't let it intersect with other trails.

As listed above...don’t have mountain bike trails cross the hiking trails...it's too dangerous...

Dog poop sucks. Dogs off leash is kind of lame. Therefore, please create an area where dogs
can roam freely but in an area that is segregated, yet open. Like 20 times bigger than veterans
dog park.

| think everyone gets along well it is very polite. Isolating mountain bike trails from hiking trails
could be a good thing.

Social (ie volunteer mountain bike) trail developers should be brought into the design process

13/25

DATE
5/27/2022 7:52 AM

5/27/2022 6:05 AM

5/26/2022 11:13 AM

5/19/2022 4:19 PM
5/18/2022 10:02 AM
5/18/2022 10:00 AM

5/18/2022 9:55 AM
5/18/2022 9:49 AM
5/18/2022 9:46 AM
5/18/2022 9:45 AM

5/18/2022 9:42 AM
5/18/2022 9:11 AM
5/16/2022 9:45 PM

5/16/2022 9:47 AM

5/13/2022 1:22 PM

5/12/2022 8:37 AM

5/11/2022 9:53 PM
5/11/2022 8:43 PM

5/11/2022 6:26 PM

5/11/2022 3:49 PM
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early and become stewards and part of maintenance crews
No issues
dogs off lease. bikes on non-bike trails sometimes come seemingly out of nowhere

Too many people allow their dogs to run off leash. It's not safe for anyone, including the flora
and fauna in the park.

too many dogs off leash, better dog management
No | have not
Most user groups are friendly

There can be user conflicts between different hikers/bikers and one solution would be to create
dedicated biking trails on the property.

none

Owners who can't manage their dogs off-leash are a problem, | have had many pleasant
experiences with dogs and their owners, but too many unpleasant ones - had my children
terrified, clothes ruined, and been injured in falls on my skis. Current signage and social
enforcement should be sufficient, and consider a leash-free area in the meadow on top of the
hill. Signs for foot traffic only near areas with lots of activity, children, or students.

Mountain bikers flying downhill can be unnerving!
Just worries about not being able to ride in the commons

Rogue unsustainable trails that appear. Dogs on the lose and owners that don't pick up their
dog’'s poo

I've been rushed by dogs and even bit by off leash dogs. More signage and more enforcement
S0 everyone can enjoy the trail and feel safe

Nope.

No

No

Having separate trails for hiking and biking/skiing.

off leash dogs but it's been a while. doesn't seem like anyone is policing the space or like the
trail rules are going to matter much to most

Bikes pop out of nowhere when our hiking with my dog or family. It's not safe at some times to
be in two feet vs. two wheels. | have family that likes to bike there. We just need to separate
the two forms of mobility.

| have had no bad run-ins with people on foot or on bike whether riding or walking. | have been
out riding and knew | was the 'annoyance' because | was riding a loop more than once and was
forced to pass some walkers multiple times, which makes me extra courteous when
overtaking. | can imagine there are groups of less educated/less considerate riders that need
signage to remind them of basic groundrules for sharing the trails.

No

There is a lot of grafitti that is spreading. While the "hippee tree" is novel, it seems that there
are people continuing to spraypaint other areas of the woods which is unattractive. Can we
impose fines or find ways to discourage the paint?

Unleashed dogs have been my biggest challenge.

| have experienced many many dogs off of leashes. | am a dog lover and understand the need
for dogs to run free, but when there is a sign saying not to and there is no regard for it, it has
become problematic for our family to outgrow a fear. Many times it's the same thing, dogs
come barreling toward us with the owner yelling, ‘dont worry they are nice!' but it's quite scary
for our child from age 2 to now 9. We are still working through it. My solution would be to
propose hours where dogs are allowed to be off leash. That way we would know what to expect
if we choose to do that, or simply avoid that time. It may sound silly to some but it truly does
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5/11/2022 3:38 PM
5/11/2022 12:39 PM
5/11/2022 10:36 AM

5/11/2022 9:02 AM
5/10/2022 10:51 PM
5/10/2022 10:42 PM
5/10/2022 9:38 PM

5/10/2022 5:22 PM
5/10/2022 2:58 PM

5/10/2022 2:43 PM
5/10/2022 1:10 PM
5/10/2022 9:39 AM

5/10/2022 9:20 AM

5/10/2022 9:17 AM
5/10/2022 8:07 AM
5/10/2022 7:25 AM
5/10/2022 6:20 AM
5/9/2022 11:04 PM

5/9/2022 10:06 PM

5/9/2022 9:35 PM

5/9/2022 5:05 PM

5/9/2022 4:01 PM

5/9/2022 12:35 PM
5/9/2022 12:22 PM
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limit our use of the travels (for instance we rarely visit hickory meadows now). One incidence
involved 3 (very adorable, but taller) puppy Labradors jumping up on my then 7 yr old. It was
terrifying for him as we had been having such a lovely walk prior and no regard by the owner it
was a problem. Our family is at a loss with situations like this.

Having separate trails for hikers and bikers would be helpful in making trails more enjoyable
and safe for both hikers and bikers.

No

Dogs being off leash is the only challenge. Would be nice if there was a designated area for
this.

no | don't
Nope

The mountain bikers are the absolute worst. While some are respectful and courteous, the

majority are there seeking thrills and jumps and seem to think that walkers have no place. |
have no solutions since the trails could easily be shared if the bikers simply respected the

environment.

Clear designation how areas are to be used including trail designations will help with the issues
I've experienced

Perhaps allow unleashed dogs on certain days or hours. Mountain bikes seem to be ripping up
new trails

Off leash dogs detract from the experience

Dogs walking off leash has been a big issue. A designated dog park area nearby would help
mitigate the issue | think.

Yes

No

No

Lots of off leash dogs - designate an area, enforce others
Knowing where to park and trail markings need to better marked
Too much littering

Currently, with the addition of the parking lot in front of the allee, one is challenged walking up
the drive and then trying to figure out where to go next.

Unleased dogs. Parking an issue.
Separate walking/biking trails

There are sometimes bikes and walkers on the same trails. | think this is okay but some
walkers might not like it. Doing walk and bike only trails is a good idea. Also, highlighting the
Copper Ridge trailhead as a starting or ending point would be great.

no challenges

For the most part, if you're a courteous trail user others will be respectful in return.
One way trail system to keep people safe in multi use scenarios.

Separate trails for hikers and bikers. Dogs need to be leashes.

none

No, but perhaps separate trails for hikers and mountain bikers? Not everywhere, but in select
locations.

Users generally share and are friendly.

15/25

5/9/2022 12:05 PM

5/9/2022 11:44 AM
5/9/2022 11:39 AM

5/9/2022 11:21 AM
5/9/2022 10:46 AM
5/9/2022 10:01 AM

5/9/2022 9:34 AM

5/7/2022 5:42 PM

5/7/2022 5:38 PM
5/7/2022 4:35 PM

5/7/2022 11:33 AM
5/7/2022 10:19 AM
5/7/2022 9:35 AM
5/7/2022 9:18 AM
5/7/2022 9:08 AM
5/7/2022 9:06 AM
5/7/2022 8:24 AM

5/6/2022 7:56 PM
5/5/2022 10:38 PM
5/5/2022 4:35 PM

5/5/2022 3:24 PM
5/5/2022 3:19 PM
5/5/2022 3:04 PM
5/5/2022 3:01 PM
5/5/2022 2:28 PM
5/4/2022 2:16 PM

4/28/2022 7:59 PM



10

11

12

13
14

The Commons Natural Area Questionnaire

Q6 Anything else you would like to share with us pertinent to the future

design of the Natural Area?

Answered: 58  Skipped: 21

RESPONSES DATE
Thanks for doing this. Trail signs are also confusing and need to be updated/made clearer. 5/27/2022 7:52 AM

Any study concerning the Natural Area would be a waste of time and money. Individuals doing 5/26/2022 11:13 AM
the study would, most certainly, feel compelled to suggest changes to the area that would be

needless and costly to implement and maintain. The area is presently maintained by its users

who keep the trails free of debris and litter. Keep the area natural.

No 5/19/2022 4:19 PM
Did I not mention mountain trails! It's going to be great! 5/18/2022 10:02 AM
Hikes want peace and quiet. Riders want flow. Keep the trails separate so the activity and 5/18/2022 9:55 AM
users don't detract from the experience they are looking to create

Rock solid is excellent 5/18/2022 9:53 AM
The area is dying for destination biking, look at Bentonville, pisgeh, etc. It has been such a 5/18/2022 9:49 AM

benefit for those communities

We have a great mountain bike community young and old that supports so many local sports 5/18/2022 9:45 AM
post ride (stinglish, earthen ales, higher grounds)

| have an 11 year old that asked for "bigger jumps" 5/18/2022 9:42 AM

| appreciate the opportunity to offer input. We are very fortunate to have this property so close 5/16/2022 9:45 PM
to the city and our home. Connectivity with the surrounding trails to make them more
accessible for hiking, biking, running, etc. should also continue to be a priority.

| believe that the development of the commons so far has taken into account the wants and 5/13/2022 1:22 PM
desires of people wishing to monetize the commons, people who are new arrivals to our area
who unwillingly and unknowingly try to bring their prior city environments and force them into a
"country" setting. | believe the last portion of the commons not "developed" the Garfield
Township portion should be left as wild as possible. As a physician and neuroscientist | can
attest that in an aging population what is needed is not just exercise on smooth pristine
sidewalks and benches every 10 feet, it is getting out and exercising and walking in an even
terrain that stimulates the bodies need to react constantly which brings the body mind interface
with his environment into play, and helps people maintain their balance, strength and
proprioception that will prevent them from falling. This is contrary to so many parks in our
country today, where well-meaning people thinks it pristine smooth sidewalks with no obstacles
that all allow more access to the area for older people etc. is doing the right thing by keeping
them exercising. That isn't part true. But that is preventing them from stimulating their
proprioception and their mind body environment interaction which will help keep their mobility
intact longer, and actually help prevent dementia. | literally am begging you not to "city-fy" the
beautiful Garfield Township section of this by doing well-intentioned paving and smoothing of
surfaces. This is not what our citizens really need. We already have plenty of that.

How can we stop the graffiti spray painting? It is sad when | see trees being spray painted. 5/12/2022 8:37 AM
Sometimes | take a can of brown spray paint with me to cover up vulgar graffiti. Every summer

people stop me to ask where the hippie tree is. | have mixed feelings about the hippie tree. Fix

some of steep trail areas by adding steps but don't overimprove the trails. This park is a gem

and | selfishly hope it doesn't become so popular that it no longer feels like a place to go to

escape the city.

Protect springs and water features from invasive plant materials 5/11/2022 9:53 PM

Plan for linkages to hickory hills. Create a hub a La Coler MTB preserve in Bentonville, AR. 5/11/2022 8:43 PM
For greenways, incorporate art. Create great experiences for different users, even if that

16/25
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The Commons Natural Area Questionnaire

means segregated trails.

| went to the open house on May 11. | think the indivualized trail design makes more sense.
That way trail design can be optimize for each individual use. If the single trail separated by
greenery was done | think that would not be optimal for mountain biking, but it will also not be
optimal Wheel chair accessible/ hiking.

| don't think | know all that is being proposed so would need more research, but as a user of 25
years, it is the one place | go to regularly to get away and connect with nature, get a good walk
(or snowshoe) in, and feel at peace. | would not change a thing per my experience, it's always
been a treasured place due to its simplicity and easy access from the surrounding Traverse
City area. | will be thinking about this question, however, since it's being put out there.

would love for folks to keep two things in mind: 1 - this is a resource used by the full
community - all ages, all abilities - and it would be great if there were some more accessible
features toward the beginning of the trailheads, especially; 2 - the historical importance of this
space, along with the proximity to downtown, make this a unique natural resource right in the
middle of tc. highlighting and emphasizing the natural elements and the connection to nature is
key.

Just keep it NATURAL.

| look forward to using the redesigned, sustainable trails for many years to come with my
family and fellow community members. Thank you for your work!

Keep it simple and as natural as possible.

Really need creative professional built biking trails up there, it would change so many people's
lives positively in this region

none

Please maintain connection with the rest of the Commons, particularly the City 115(+). There
should be consistency with conservation goals, trail connections, and allowance for bicycles
(electric and pedal)

Update kiosks their design is very dated.

Hope this becomes a priority before the area gets destroyed! Also, a management plan needs
to be developed

Thank you!

Please keep it as natural as possible. It's a little bit of the woods in the city, and I'd hate for it
to lose that feel.

All the designs in the world will only work if there is enforcement to the rules. Without that you
are only kidding yourself that the bandit trails will stop.

No

Consulting and hiring skilled trail designers like Rock Solid or Spectrum trail designers.
Collaborate with local organizations like Northern Michigan Mountain Biking Assoc. Traverse
City Track Club.

more wayfinding and signage is always a plus so people are better aware of the history of the
place, the community partners there, even the funding mechanism and again, making it a
stronger destination with activities that are fun and easy to understand

This is truly a gem of an area that could potentially see increased traffic and conflict with
development and publicity. My greatest concern is uncontrolled growth of usage.

| like the idea of adding medicinal gardens

| love the woods. It is a blessing to have such a nice place for recreation. There is also the
conversation about many homeless people living in the woods. | realize this is a bigger
concern with mental health and housing services in GT county.

| really like what the area is becoming, a large and more naturalized park within walking, busing
or biking distance to people's homes. The only thing | can emphasize is the addition of more

17/25

5/11/2022 6:26 PM

5/11/2022 3:38 PM

5/11/2022 12:39 PM

5/11/2022 10:36 AM
5/11/2022 9:02 AM

5/10/2022 10:51 PM
5/10/2022 10:42 PM

5/10/2022 5:22 PM

5/10/2022 2:58 PM

5/10/2022 2:43 PM

5/10/2022 9:39 AM

5/10/2022 9:20 AM
5/10/2022 9:17 AM

5/10/2022 9:13 AM

5/10/2022 8:07 AM

5/10/2022 6:20 AM

5/9/2022 11:04 PM

5/9/2022 9:35 PM

5/9/2022 5:05 PM
5/9/2022 4:01 PM

5/9/2022 1:53 PM
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The Commons Natural Area Questionnaire
trees where they can be planted. This will create noise reduction, carbon capture and more
shade for everyone to enjoy.

Thank you for doing this, | understand this is not easy work to appease many peoples needs
but it is wonderful to hear efforts being put forward!

No

Link to other trials esp hickory hills Better water drainage it's way too muddy Lighted trails esp
in winter Groomed ski and snowshoe trails Better signs /directions Bathroom facilities and
benches

Thank you for your efforts to preserve this special place.

There is a great path from where we live through to the shopping area on Long Lake Road. It
would be nice if it was a better path. Also, | don't think it is good to have bikers in this area.

More connector trails and better signage would be a huge boon for the area. If anyone from the
Township would like to walk with me some evening, | can easily show you the access issues
from the neighborhoods as well as the worst pressure points between bikers and walkers. | can
also point out other opportunities to establish connections to unite the the Buffalo Ridge and
YMCA trails with the Natural Area and neighborhoods.

Understanding this is a previously impacted site close to the urban center this isn't ever going
to be a pristine landscape but | do think a balanced approach between natural lands and
access by focusing and clarifying use will be very helpful

There are a lot of teenagers that misuse the area (spraypaint,etc). Keep the hippy tree.
Perhaps form a youth committee or at least invite a few to be on the current one. Get them
interested in the mission and they can help and pressure their peers to do the same

Biophilia
No
No
No

I think | have shared it above. It is dismaying to see the changes which have incorporated a
parking lot, trash bins, port-o-pottys, elimination of the expansive lawn, the minimizing of
Colantha's marker, etc. It has become a commercial area when originally thought to be for the
soft recreation of residents and visitors.

Be careful about over developing. Nature is a comfort.

There are tons of trails over there that could be for different activities. There are jump lines, XC
trails and trails that are better suited for walking. That should be a great place to start

It would be great to have bike fix stations at every trail head and signage at intersections.
Also, bridges for bikes over super wet zones.

none

While there are some very sustainably built "rogue” trails there is definitely a need for
professionally built trails.

This property offers the best terrain for mountain biking in the entire Grand Traverse County.
Budget for trail maintenance.

no

It's a great area and improved access will only help to highlight responsible use of the property

n/a
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5/9/2022 12:22 PM

5/9/2022 12:05 PM
5/9/2022 11:44 AM

5/9/2022 11:39 AM
5/9/2022 11:21 AM

5/9/2022 10:01 AM

5/9/2022 9:34 AM

5/7/2022 5:42 PM

5/7/2022 11:33 AM
5/7/2022 10:19 AM
5/7/2022 9:35 AM
5/7/2022 9:08 AM
5/7/2022 8:24 AM

5/6/2022 7:56 PM
5/5/2022 10:38 PM

5/5/2022 4:35 PM

5/5/2022 3:24 PM
5/5/2022 3:19 PM

5/5/2022 3:04 PM
5/5/2022 3:01 PM
5/5/2022 2:28 PM
5/4/2022 2:16 PM
4/28/2022 7:59 PM



The Commons Natural Area Questionnaire

Q7 Please provide your contact informati

ANSWER CHOICES
Name

Organization (optional)
Address

Address 2

City/Town
State/Province
ZIP/Postal Code
Country

Email Address

Phone Number

# NAME

1 Suzanne Sorkin
2 Ralland Fortier
3 Dan Ellis

4 Cole Maxsen

5 Amy Simon

6 Hunter Gardner
7 Tim Brick

8 Matt Mulligan

9 Steve Carpenter
10 Tim Pullman

11 Kyler Bradley
12 Levi Kyser

13 Lea Dyga

14 Scott LaBonte
15 David Steffey, MD
16 luise bolleber

17 Deborah Schankler
18 Dario Primo

19 David Shapiro
20 Tracy S.

Answered: 65

19/25

Skipped: 14

RESPONSES
100.00%

26.15%

0.00%

0.00%

0.00%

0.00%

0.00%

0.00%

96.92%

80.00%

on below.

DATE
5/27/2022 7:52 AM

5/26/2022 11:13 AM
5/18/2022 10:02 AM
5/18/2022 10:00 AM
5/18/2022 9:56 AM
5/18/2022 9:55 AM
5/18/2022 9:53 AM
5/18/2022 9:52 AM
5/18/2022 9:49 AM
5/18/2022 9:46 AM
5/18/2022 9:45 AM
5/18/2022 9:42 AM
5/18/2022 9:11 AM
5/16/2022 9:45 PM
5/13/2022 1:22 PM
5/12/2022 8:37 AM
5/11/2022 9:53 PM
5/11/2022 8:43 PM
5/11/2022 6:26 PM
5/11/2022 3:38 PM

65

17

63

52
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Ronessa Butler
Caroline Thomas
Nancy C.

Jake Kaberle
Brian

Gabe Schneider
John Bachman
Dan Tholen

Pam Darling
Stephen Andriese
Marissa

Brennan Sang
Jerry Marek
Cindy Mussell
Brian Pugh

Joe Leppek
Katherine DeGood
David Hilt
Carolyn R Gray

Carol Bell

Shea Michael O'Brien

Catherine Turnbull
Charlotte Smith
Dan Spalla
Stephanie Morrrale
Emilie

Sally Ellinger

Alli Hettmer
Kathleen Kasdorf
Nate Richardson
Ada Takacs
Mason Pucelik
Sarna Salzman
Maria Kinney
Melissa

Barbara Meredith
Heather Peyton

Jay Briggs

The Commons Natural Area Questionnaire
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5/11/2022 12:39 PM
5/11/2022 11:54 AM
5/11/2022 10:36 AM
5/10/2022 10:51 PM
5/10/2022 10:42 PM
5/10/2022 9:38 PM
5/10/2022 5:22 PM
5/10/2022 2:58 PM
5/10/2022 2:43 PM
5/10/2022 1:10 PM
5/10/2022 9:20 AM
5/10/2022 9:17 AM
5/10/2022 9:13 AM
5/10/2022 8:07 AM
5/10/2022 7:25 AM
5/10/2022 6:20 AM
5/9/2022 10:06 PM
5/9/2022 9:35 PM
5/9/2022 5:05 PM
5/9/2022 4:01 PM
5/9/2022 1:53 PM
5/9/2022 12:35 PM
5/9/2022 12:22 PM
5/9/2022 12:05 PM
5/9/2022 11:44 AM
5/9/2022 11:39 AM
5/9/2022 11:21 AM
5/9/2022 10:46 AM
5/9/2022 10:01 AM
5/9/2022 9:34 AM
5/7/2022 5:42 PM
5/7/2022 4:35 PM
5/7/2022 11:33 AM
5/7/2022 10:19 AM
5/7/2022 9:08 AM
5/7/2022 8:24 AM
5/6/2022 7:56 PM
5/5/2022 10:38 PM
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Nathan Griswold
William White

Zach Beery

Joshua Beery

Chris Walter

Robert Richardson
Shawn Winter
ORGANIZATION (OPTIONAL)
Live in the Commons
City Bike Shop

Brick Wheels

Brick Wheels

Keen

Brick Wheels

GTCD

Head and Heart

City Resident

Physical Medicine Assoc. of Northern Michigan

Trout Unlimited

Northern Michigan Mountain Biking Association

Table Health

Traverse Heights Community Garden

Cordia Enterprises

SEEDS Ecology & Education Centers

Munson Healthcare
ADDRESS

There are no responses.
ADDRESS 2

There are no responses.
CITY/ITOWN

There are no responses.
STATE/PROVINCE
There are no responses.
ZIP/IPOSTAL CODE
There are no responses.
COUNTRY

There are no responses.
EMAIL ADDRESS

sorkin@msu.edu

21/25

5/5/2022 4:35 PM
5/5/2022 3:24 PM
5/5/2022 3:19 PM
5/5/2022 3:04 PM
5/5/2022 3:01 PM
5/5/2022 2:28 PM
5/4/2022 2:16 PM
DATE

5/27/2022 7:52 AM
5/18/2022 9:55 AM
5/18/2022 9:53 AM
5/18/2022 9:52 AM
5/18/2022 9:46 AM
5/18/2022 9:42 AM
5/18/2022 9:11 AM
5/11/2022 11:54 AM
5/10/2022 2:58 PM
5/10/2022 1:10 PM
5/10/2022 9:17 AM
5/10/2022 6:20 AM
5/9/2022 4:01 PM
5/9/2022 1:53 PM
5/9/2022 12:35 PM
5/7/2022 11:33 AM
5/5/2022 2:28 PM
DATE

DATE

DATE

DATE

DATE

DATE

DATE
5/27/2022 7:52 AM
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The Commons Natural Area Questionnaire

ronloisfortier@att.net
davidsonellis@gmail.com
cwmaxson22@gmail.com
hunter@citybikeshop.com
tbrick@brickwheels.com
matt@brickwheels.com
stevecarpenter521@gmail.com
kylerbradley@me.com
levi26forlife@gmail.com
ldyga@gtcd.org
sdlabonte@shbcglobal.net
davesteffey@yahoo.com
|.bolleber@yahoo.com
dschankler@comcast.net
primodar@charter.net
shapirl717@gmail.com
dr_strangefruit@yahoo.com
ronessa@gmail.com
caroline@headandhearttc.com
coscarellinancy @gmail.com
jakekaberle@gmail.com
brianjconaghan@yahoo.com
gabe@northernstrategies360.com
jgbachman0514@gmail.com
tholen.dan@gmail.com
pjzeerip@gmail.com
standriese@yahoo.com
marissa.garrock@gmail.com
brennan.sang@tu.org
gehiker@yahoo.com
mussell622@gmail.com
pughww@gmail.com
jijboogie@gmail.com
kmmdegood@gmail.com
iamsafe@icloud.com

cgray @seattlecca.org
chell@tablehealthtc.com

shea.m.obrien@gmail.com

22 /25

5/26/2022 11:13 AM
5/18/2022 10:02 AM
5/18/2022 10:00 AM
5/18/2022 9:55 AM
5/18/2022 9:53 AM
5/18/2022 9:52 AM
5/18/2022 9:49 AM
5/18/2022 9:45 AM
5/18/2022 9:42 AM
5/18/2022 9:11 AM
5/16/2022 9:45 PM
5/13/2022 1:22 PM
5/12/2022 8:37 AM
5/11/2022 9:53 PM
5/11/2022 8:43 PM
5/11/2022 6:26 PM
5/11/2022 3:38 PM
5/11/2022 12:39 PM
5/11/2022 11:54 AM
5/11/2022 10:36 AM
5/10/2022 10:51 PM
5/10/2022 10:42 PM
5/10/2022 9:38 PM
5/10/2022 5:22 PM
5/10/2022 2:58 PM
5/10/2022 2:43 PM
5/10/2022 1:10 PM
5/10/2022 9:20 AM
5/10/2022 9:17 AM
5/10/2022 9:13 AM
5/10/2022 8:07 AM
5/10/2022 7:25 AM
5/10/2022 6:20 AM
5/9/2022 10:06 PM
5/9/2022 9:35 PM
5/9/2022 5:05 PM
5/9/2022 4:01 PM
5/9/2022 1:53 PM
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cturnbull@cordia.biz
lottesmith@me.com
dan.spalla@gmail.com
natsdrmom@ymail.com
spalla32@gmail.com
sallylynn610@gmail.com
ahettmer@hotmail.com
knotestine@gmail.com
n8richardson@gmail.com
mifiregirl@gmail.com
mason@pucelik.net
sarna@ecoseeds.org
mariatherese444@gmail.com
frugemel@gmail.com
barb@oliverspecialties.com
westridge3551@yahoo.com
jay.w.briggs@gmail.com
nate@inhabitect.com
williamgeromywhite@gmail.com
zjbeery@gmail.com
jjbeery@hotmail.com
chrisjonwalter@gmail.com
rrichardson@mhc.net
sOwinter@gmail.com
PHONE NUMBER
2319443394

231-409-8425

2316453825

2313601227

2314639434

2319474274

2319474274

2486604689

98960056449

2313130710

2316452538

2314990576

2313608882

23/25

5/9/2022 12:35 PM
5/9/2022 12:22 PM
5/9/2022 12:05 PM
5/9/2022 11:44 AM
5/9/2022 11:39 AM
5/9/2022 11:21 AM
5/9/2022 10:46 AM
5/9/2022 10:01 AM
5/9/2022 9:34 AM
5/7/12022 5:42 PM
5/7/2022 4:35 PM
5/7/2022 11:33 AM
5/7/2022 10:19 AM
5/7/2022 9:08 AM
5/7/2022 8:24 AM
5/6/2022 7:56 PM
5/5/2022 10:38 PM
5/5/2022 4:35 PM
5/5/2022 3:24 PM
5/5/2022 3:19 PM
5/5/2022 3:04 PM
5/5/2022 3:01 PM
5/5/2022 2:28 PM
5/4/2022 2:16 PM
DATE

5/27/2022 7:52 AM
5/26/2022 11:13 AM
5/18/2022 10:02 AM
5/18/2022 10:00 AM
5/18/2022 9:55 AM
5/18/2022 9:53 AM
5/18/2022 9:52 AM
5/18/2022 9:49 AM
5/18/2022 9:45 AM
5/18/2022 9:42 AM
5/16/2022 9:45 PM
5/13/2022 1:22 PM
5/12/2022 8:37 AM
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517-420-5677
gk Ak
5174491300
231-933-7122
2316422777
2313425273
000000000
5174496453
2313923232
231.929.1721
2313572041
6164857520
571-305-0527
2316312579
9896008902
8109197059
2313130831
2316314118
2069096265
231-392-5200
2316331664
2319955370
312-391-5535
2314998052
2316322982
231-631-0166
7344509661
970-692-9726
2316491375
2314925098
2319293663
231-941-5585
2314990763
2319431434
231-642-7750
2316495693
2313265922
2316333844
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5/11/2022 9:53 PM
5/11/2022 8:43 PM
5/11/2022 6:26 PM
5/11/2022 3:38 PM
5/11/2022 11:54 AM
5/10/2022 10:51 PM
5/10/2022 10:42 PM
5/10/2022 9:38 PM
5/10/2022 5:22 PM
5/10/2022 2:58 PM
5/10/2022 2:43 PM
5/10/2022 1:10 PM
5/10/2022 9:17 AM
5/10/2022 9:13 AM
5/10/2022 8:07 AM
5/10/2022 7:25 AM
5/10/2022 6:20 AM
5/9/2022 9:35 PM
5/9/2022 5:05 PM
5/9/2022 4:01 PM
5/9/2022 1:53 PM
5/9/2022 12:35 PM
5/9/2022 12:22 PM
5/9/2022 12:05 PM
5/9/2022 11:44 AM
5/9/2022 11:21 AM
5/9/2022 10:46 AM
5/9/2022 10:01 AM
5/7/2022 5:42 PM
5/7/12022 4:35 PM
5/7/2022 11:33 AM
5/7/2022 8:24 AM
5/5/2022 10:38 PM
5/5/2022 4:35 PM
5/5/2022 3:24 PM
5/5/2022 3:19 PM
5/5/2022 3:01 PM
5/5/2022 2:28 PM
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The Commons Natural Area Questionnaire
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5/4/2022 2:16 PM





